
Sean Alward: (Vancouver)
Sean is a photographer specializing in alternate processes. He attended Nova 
Scotia College of Art and Design and has an MFA from UBC. He would like to invent 
a technique for making änon-cameraå colour photographs using negatives made from 
plant seeds. 

Sonny Assu: (Vancouver)
Sonny is a print maker and mixed media artist. He recently graduated from Emily 
Carr Institute of Art and Design. He will work with a regalia and blanket maker to 
learn how to make button blankets. He would like to create contemporary work which 
is rooted in tradition. 

Judy Chartrand: (Vancouver)
Judy does ceramics and mixed media. She attended Emily Carr Institute of Art and 
Design and has an MFA from University of Regina. She will travel to a remote First 
Nations community in Carmacks Yukon, to work with a mentor, to learn traditional 
Athabaskan technique of tufting caribou and moose hair on tanned or smoked 
moose hide.

Lia Coleman: (Vancouver)
Lia is a textile artist who recently graduated from the textile program at Capilano 
College. She will study under a mentor in Montreal and learn to use the computerized 
jacquard loom at the Montreal Centre for Contemporary Textiles. 

David Dorrington: (Richmond)
David is a painter and sculptor who is interested in narrative. He has been working 
as an artist for 30 year and studied at the Vancouver School of Art. He will be 
studying the techniques of time lapse imagery and digital video by working with a 
video producer. He would like to make his work accessible to more viewers.



Michael Edwards: (Harrison Hot Springs)
Michael is a drawer, painter and sculptor, who studied at York University. With mentors 
he will increase his metal working skills. He will learn how to use a lathe, work with 
different types of metal and the basics of mechanical movements. With this new 
knowledge he will incorporate movement into his sculpture.

Adrienne Lai: 
(Vancouver)Adrienne is a photographer. She went to Emily Carr Institute of Art and 
Design and has an MFA from the University of California at Irvine and she is shown 
internationally. She will work with a mentor to learn the fundamentals of digital photo 
imaging and typography. Then she will do a self-directed program to combine these 
skills in Final Cut Pro. This will lead her to making short videos.

George Littlechild: (Victoria)
George is a socio-political painter and printmaker who is well know locally and shown 
internationally. He studied at Nova Scotia College of Art and Design. He will work with 
a mentor to learn a range of computer skills in order to be self sufficient in producing 
his work digitally.

Shane Maxwell: (Alert Bay)
Shane is a self taught carver and has been working with First Nations mentors. 
He will work with mentors to make traditional Kwakwakçwakw bentwood 
boxes. This will also give him the opportunity to work with a senior artist in his 
community.

Natasha McHardy: (Vancouver)
Natasha is a multi-media conceptual artist who has a BFA and MFA from 
UBC. She will do a course of self-study in needle work techniques such as 
needlepoint, embroidery and cross stitch. This will inform her work on labour 
and leisure in a modern context. 

Vanessa Morgan: (Prince Rupert)
Vanessa is a traditional Nisgaça artist who makes regalia, button blankets and bark 
weaving. She will learn the techniques of Chilkat weaving with a mentor in Alaska. 
This technique involves goat hair and cedar being intertwined on a loom. This will 
add to her repertoire of traditional art which she can pass on.



Valerie Nelson: (Vancouver)
Valerie is a printmaker and painter who went to Emily Carr Institute of Art and 
Design. She will work with a mentor to learn tonal based painterly techniques in 
intaglio printmaking. 

Juan Ramirez-Figueroa: (Vancouver)
Juan is a performance and video artist who has learned under senior artists in 
the Vancouver area and has taken selected courses at Emily Carr. He has shown 
in Costa Rica, Barcelona and Vancouver. In order to incorporate more sculptural 
pieces into his performances and his installation work, he will work with a mentor 
to experiment with materials such as fabrics, plastics and neon. 

Elisa Rathje: (North Vancouver)
Elisa is an integrated media artist who attended Emily Carr Institute of Art and 
Design. She will learn Flash web authoring with a mentor. She will translate and 
integrate her drawings, photography and video into animation for the internet.

Rodney Sayers: (Port Alberni)
Rodney is a jeweller and metalsmith who studied at Alberta College of Art and 
Design and he has an MFA from Nova Scotia College of Art and Design. He will work 
with a mentor to examine current wood-strip canoe making techniques and apply 
them to the traditional forms of Nuu chah nulth dugout canoes. 

Althea Thauberger: (Vancouver)
Althea is a media artist who has a BFA from Concordia and an MFA from the 
University of Victoria. She will become familiar with the musical keyboard 
through piano lessons. She will learn how to compose and edit musical and non-
musical soundtracks in a professional Pro Tools suite with a mentor. This will 
enable her to develop soundtracks for her videos.


